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9/15/25 Updated - 
Design Contest for 2027 Oak Ridge Dogwood Juniors Championship Regatta 
Contest Purpose 
To engage local artists and the broader community by selecting an original design that will serve as the official artwork for the 2027 Oak Ridge Dogwood Junior Championship—used on posters, shirts, digital media, banners, and promotional materials. 
Eligibility 
● Open to all local artists, graphic designers, and students 
● Must be original work not previously published or used. 
Submission Requirements 
● One entry per artist. 
● Acceptable formats: PDF, PNG, JPG (minimum 300 DPI) for judging and selection 
● The final version must be available in vector format. ORRA can assist younger artists with format if needed. 
● The design will be used for both a medal and t shirt, so the design must be suitable for reproduction in full color, reduced color and single-color formats. 
● Must include: 
“Dogwood Juniors Championship Regatta” 
“Oak Ridge Rowing Association” 
Do not include year 
Must not include copyrighted or AI-generated elements unless fully licensed. 
Judging Criteria 
Creativity & Originality – 30% 
1. Relevance to Regatta Theme – 25% 
2. Visual Impact & Clarity – 20% 
3. Reproducibility for Merchandise – 15% 
4. Technical Quality – 10% 
Disqualification Conditions 
● Plagiarism 
● Use of unlicensed images 
● Offensive or inappropriate content 
● Missing required elements 
Winner’s Prize 
● $300 honorarium 
● Free regatta gear set featuring their design 
● Recognition in program and social media 
● Invitation to attend awards moment at the regatta 
Rights & Usage 
● Artist grants ORRA full rights to use the artwork for promotional and commercial purposes. 
● Artist retains credit but not rights to reproduction. 
● Signed rights release 
What the design must represent: 
● Themes: rowing, youth athleticism, Dogwood blooms, Oak Ridge identity, spring season. 
● Tone: energetic, inclusive, competitive, community pride. 
● Required elements: event name, location (“Oak Ridge Rowing Association”), regatta-specific imagery (boats, shells, oars, race lanes). 
Submission Method/Platform 
● Accept submissions via email for initial judging. designcontest@orra.org 
● Require high-resolution digital format (PDF, PNG, or vector file).
● Winner provides final production-ready files. 
● Medal final art 
● T-shirt final art 
● Signage 
 
Recruit the Judging Panel – In progress 
Include: 
● 1–2 local artists or designers
 – Susanne Morton, senior director of creative communications, UT Foundation
● ORRA Board 
● 1 community representative – Oak Ridge Mayor and High School Art Teacher Jim Dodson
● Youth/junior rowing representative
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